SAAC meeting minutes February 6, 2008

In attendance:  Amey Blackburn (softball), Jennifer Paskowski (tennis), Katie Bodnar (tennis),  Dot Houston (advisor),  Jamie Signor (volleyball),  Pat Moran (x country), Nick Curelop (x country),   Gianfranco Bravo (soccer), Ben Twomey (soccer), Raul Escobar (soccer). 

Teams not represented:  Men’s basketball, women’s basketball (practice), men’s golf,  Men’s baseball,  Women’s soccer.    

MASCAC update:  Community service project is April 6th at Bridgewater State (Sunday). Fundraising is needed to raise money for this event.  Suggestions include asking staff and faculty for donations, and tabling during dinner.  Sportsmanship seminar is on March 2nd  at Framingham State - please go to www.mcla.edu/athletics for more information.  Each college is asked to send about 10 student athletes (MCLA would like one from each team to attend.)  

Introduction of New Members:  ice-breaker.  From men’s soccer, we welcome Gianfranco Bravo, Ben Twomey, and Raul Escobar.

Dot:  ice-breaker, Board of Trustee’s meeting.  (Presentation)

Dot asks that the SAAC pass forward the www.212movie.com motivational piece onto one other teammate of their choice.  Discussion ensued about how to get your teammates motivated to buy into the total student-athlete package.  How can we motivate your teammates to make that extra effort for the sake of the team.  Many student athletes are passionate about making the MASCAC's or NCAA's but how many have the will to do it?

Fan Day review:  Everyone thinks that the event was run well.  Spring Fan Day should be planned soon.  

The search for a new athletic trainer:  The job is posted for the public to see.  There have been very few responses.  

Special Olympics:  All department community service event.  A final date is still between May 3rd or May 4th.  Once the date is set, a committee is going to be formed for the preparation.  

The Student Athlete Image: Something needs to be done to help portray the student athlete’s image.  SAAC wanted to update the RPS situation with the men’s baseball team.  It will be put on the agenda for the future meeting.   The more positive things that each team does, the more positive image that they will have for their team.   The SAAC newsletter may include this challenge. 

Mascot updates:  Ben Warren asks the SAAC members to help him out with the process of the mascot.  Anyone interested will need to contact Scott Nichols or Ben.

Announcements:  Monday, February 18, is a home game for both men’s and women’s games - please look to attend (no classes that day). 

Open Forum: 

As a correction to the last meeting’s minutes, women’s basketball was not represented due to practice.  

February 23rd is senior day.  Any ideas, you are to contact Marta Brown. 

Leadership Conference is this weekend.  

March 4th, is a Choices program regarding alcohol education at 7:00 p.m. in the gym - Mark Stermer - speaker. All are asked to attend. 

All athletes are encouraged to take the E-Toke survey.  

For the next meeting, students are asked to think of speakers that they would like to come to the school (ie: Alumni speakers panel).  

Next Meeting is Feb 20th at 7:00 in CC324A

